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Laura Hine, St Swithun’s Catholic Primary School

The ELSA project has provided our school with the skills and confidence to deliver an effective and
meaningful programme appropriate to the specific needs of our children. The structure of ELSA has
meant that our children are getting what they need rather than an overarching broad programme that

Our two ELSAs are enthusiastic, committed and dedicated to making this work within our school as
they know it is already having a positive impact on the children they work with. They have covered
many different aspects of Emotional Literacy so far; working with Looked After Children; children with
ADHD; Attachment Difficulties and Anger Management Difficulties as well as those pupils with
extremely low self esteem. Having spoken to a number of the children, | know that they very much
enjoy the time with their ELSA and know that they can have conversations about their feelings and
emotions that are secure, reassuring and empathetic. The children come away with strategies and
confidence to be able to deal with everyday issues and situations within the classroom and the real
world environment. One boy who has struggled to come to school commented that he didn’t mind
going on Wednesdays as he knew he had his special time with his ELSA.

| will definitely be continuing and expanding their allocated 1:1 time in the next academic year in

order to widen the number of children that we can make an impact with. Whilst still in the early
stages of this project, | believe its impact will be ever increasing for these children, not just in the

Allyson Roberts, Inclusions Manager at Copnor Junior School
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